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PULBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Working together for a better future



 PULBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
Swan View, Lower Street
Pulborough
West Sussex RH20 2BF
Telephone:  01798 873532
Email: hquenault@pulboroughparishcouncil.gov.uk

MINUTES OF A FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF PULBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 20th June 2024 AT THE VILLAGE HALL

[bookmark: _Hlk142568705]PRESENT:                     Cllrs:  Ellis-Brown (Chair), Campbell (Vice-Chair), Clarke, Court, Curd, Hare, Hunt, Lee, Marcusson, Martin, Riddle & Trembling

OTHER:                          Deputy Clerk, Cllr Kenyon (WSCC) & 2 members of the public. 


The meeting opened at 7:30pm.


20. REMEMBERING LAWRIE ELLIS 
The Council observed a minute's silence for the late Lawrie Ellis.

21. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received as follows:

Cllr Esdaile (Personal commitment)
Cllr Mote – Personal Commitment
Harry Quenault (Clerk) – Annual Leave

22. [bookmark: _Hlk145924414]DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CHANGES TO REGISTER OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest made. There were no changes to the Register of Interests.

23. MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL
The Council RESOLVED to APPROVE the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council from 23rd of May 2024 as a true and accurate record of the proceedings and these were duly signed by the Chair.

24. COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the Minutes, Reports and Recommendations of Committees (other than separate agenda items) as follows:-

PLANNING & SERVICES COMMITTEE
Members received the Minutes of the Meetings held on 21st March 2024, 4th April 2024, 18th April 2024 and 2nd May. 

RECREATION & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
Members received the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th April 2024.

FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE
Members received the Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th April 2024.




25. ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC SPEAKING
A representative from the Cricket Club attended and members NOTED that the Cricket Club have been actively seeking new premises. The representative asked if a line can be drawn up to this point and if the Parish Council can help them make their transition to new premises. These comments will be taken away, discussed and be brought back to the next meeting.


26. [bookmark: _Hlk142568525]DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORTS
[bookmark: _Hlk146268851]West Sussex County Council Report:
Member NOTED a report from Cllr Kenyon who apologised for missing the last meeting.
Cllr Kenyon did not give a full report as an updated email will be sent tomorrow regarding clearance of the footway  from Coldwaltham to Pulborough which now has a number job number on it, work will commence as soon as possible. 

The deteriorating patch in the road will be repaired by the end of June at Swan Bridge. Work on the localised flooding on Broomers Hill Lane is being monitored and the works to repair this will commence at the beginning of July.

It is being considered to make Pigeon Gate Bridge one way so that the footbath can be widened, this will have to have traffic control in place for this to be successful.

Members asked how the legal action on A29 is going, Cllr Kenyon confirmed they waiting for a legal process to gain access to the embankment but there are no updates for now; Cllr Kenyon will update members again when anymore information is available, the delays are being caused by the legal process and the courts.

Cllr Kenyon also advised that WSCC are in mind to keep the two way traffic lights as they are working quite well and we have seen a reduction in HGV’s

Horsham District Council Report:

Cllr Campbell spoke about the Council’s proposed move from Parkside to Swan Walk in Horsham will save a considerable amount of money and give WSCC more room to use their offices.

Cllr Clarke spoke about Horsham District Council’s events in the Carfax bandstand every Friday Night this summer for a night of live entertainment, food and drink through June, July & August.

Last Friday evening an event was hosted by Horsham District Council to thank their hundreds of volunteers this took place in Slinfold Country Park. 

Grants are now available for small businesses with a £5,000 cap to fund new projects.

Horsham District Council will commence food waste re-cycling commercial properties by 31st March 2025 & households by 31st March 2026, they will be collected with rubbish collections.

Cllr Ellis-Brown gave an update on the Neighbourhood plan. Horsham District are working on their water neutrality and they are waiting for Crawley Borough Council to do the same and hopefully this will be going to referendum later this year. There is now an action plan around Planning. Horsham District has had a Peer challenge around Planning and how it operates in Horsham. 

[bookmark: _Hlk142568542]Members NOTED the District & County Reports. 


27. [bookmark: _Hlk145937621]WARDEN REPORTS 
Members NOTED the Warden’s Report for March & April. 

28. UPDATE ON PULTOPIA
Members were informed that due to low ticket sales and false representations that the event was cancelled, Pultopia is being moved to Pulborough Recreation Ground and will now be free to attend. Those who had already paid will receive refunds. The maximum cost of the change in location will be £300 for one of the bands and the bins needed for the event.

This will still not increase the precept.

Councillors are encouraged to attend and help out on the day. If you can assist, please contact Maria.

Members NOTED these changes.

29. VEHICLE FOR GROUNDSPERSON
The report was presented. 

It was explained that Councillor Hare and the Clerk had been tasked with investigating suitable vehicles for our grounds person. As Cllr Hare has extensive experience with vehicle costing which is invaluable.

After evaluating various new lease options, we have decided to focus on available used vehicles within our budget. Consequently, the Council is to consider three quotes for these vehicles.

Currently, we have a budget of £11,000 allocated for this purchase. We are also in the process of having our tractor valued, as it has become redundant due to the mower adequately handling its previous responsibilities. We expect the sale of the tractor to generate approximately £6,000, increasing our total available funds to around £17,000.

Questions were asked regarding on-going costs for the council and would it affect the precept. Cllr Hare has access to vehicular reports to incorporate it. 

Given the rapid turnover in the used vehicle market, it is imperative to act swiftly to secure a suitable vehicle.

The Council RESOLVED to grant Councillor Hare and the Clerk the authority to make the final decision on the vehicle purchase. This will allow us to promptly acquire a vehicle that meets our criteria and avoid the risk of losing potential options that may no longer be available if delayed. 

30. PLANNING & SERVICES VACANCY
The Council RESOLVED that at current this role will remain vacant until circumstances changes. The Council accepted the quorum would not change. 

31. TRANSPORT & INFRASTRUCTURE MEETING 
Cllr Clarke introduced what the working group have been working on. 

Members received a report from Cllr Clarke after the meeting held recently. We are now making progress and the relationship with WSCC is better.

The foot crossing (PROW 2330) over the railway line has been brought to the fore after the recent accident and now debris has been left on the line consisting of a concrete block and wood; this has happened twice in a week which is very concerning. 

Changes to the roundabout and footpath near Stane Street close are necessary and previously mentioned Pigeon Gate Bridge being made one way so the footpath can be widened. 

For the traffic calming on Lower Street, it is being discussed about removing the road markings from Rectory Lane to Skeyne Drive, this is thought to make drivers slow down.

The Diocese are working with us to increase lighting on Cinder Path (PROW 2329/2327). The Cinder Path may be straightened, there is currently a kink which is causing problems with the lighting. Cllr Clarke asked if we could have an additional footpath on East Glebefield but was quickly shut down by the Diocese.

Members NOTED the verbal report.

32. REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Cllr Hare reported on APCAG, he is involved with noise management which is at an impasse at the moment, we are not getting invited by the overseeing body and need to look at noise mitigation.

Cllr Clark reported the Village Hall Trustees have concerns with the wild bank. In their meeting it was discussed that they need another keyholder for the building and further discussions centred around installing charging points and solar panels.

Cllr Hunt reported the wild flower meadow has been impacted by the bad weather, The plan is to mow it at the end of June and then rake it off again in October which will stop the grass from taking hold and then it will be re-seeded once ready.

Cllr Hunt said the lunch club provides fantastic food.

The Council NOTED all reports above.


33. PAYMENTS

	Laser
	£201.06

	Direct 365
	£96.00

	Saul Heath 
	£700.00

	J R Tomlin 
	£25.00

	KCS Procurement  
	£75.61

	Travis Perkins
	£31.99

	WSCC
	£9673.44

















The meeting closed at 8.26 pm.

	

	……………………………………..Chair


	      ………………………………………Date
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